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A world that works for everyone is a priority for all of us here tonight. So we
have to ask, "What will it take for America to wake up? What are the
problems with our communities? What are we facing? What does it take for
us to solve these problems?"

I find the answer in the democratization of philanthropy.

I have a chance to see—as one of the people who runs around the country
talking to groups like yours—that there are millionaires and there are many
more hundredaires or thousandaires expressing their fear and outrage at
what's going on.

They're saying, "We have enough and we must give back." They're saying, "In my lifetime I'm going to give $1,000 or
$50,000 or $1 million." They're saying, "There's this gap between the rich and poor, and what's our part in it?"
Because we all have a part in it.

The democratization of philanthropy means that we don't rely just on those with great wealth to decide where our
nonprofit resources go. All of us need to get involved at every level. Because we're poor and rich and in between.
We're of all different classes and races and lifestyles. We're gay and lesbian and bisexual and transgendered. We're a
mix, we're the rainbow, we're everything.

So think about something: How grateful are you? Many of us here have pretty good lives, blessed lives. So how do
we choose what to get involved with? Do we make donations, get involved in volunteerism?

I work among citizens like you who have a heart that desires every day to create a world of justice. How do we
achieve that?

We have to work together with others in our community. We have to have deeper conversations than the ones we're
used to having. We have to listen more deeply at home and elsewhere. We have to think on a bigger scale, and know
hat every action we take makes this a better world. I want you to know that you're not alone. Know that you're part of
this community. Then I ask you to make a commitment.

Community Shares of Wisconsin offers us a chance to roll up our sleeves and make a difference. What you have here
in Community Shares of Wisconsin is an incredible mutual fund of people and agencies involved with social action,
peacemaking, policymaking, advocating for the things we all care about.

Please join me in doing everything you can to reach out to others to change the conversation, to share your passion for
good. I walk in pockets of hope every day. We often don't hear about this enough, but it's happening.

So think about what you can do to become a leader yourself. Move from your heels to your toes. Because you have
the opportunity to become changemakers.

May you go forth with the spirit of love, generosity, and care. May we extend it worldwide, relationship by

relationship, action by action, and interaction by interaction. You are part of something much bigger than yourselves.
Be ambassadors for that change. And imagine what we can accomplish if we all give to the full extent we can.
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