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Matt Rothschild is known both locally and nationally for 
his passionate defense of civil liberties, free speech, and 
human rights.  His commitment to inclusiveness and 
diversity—in print media, radio, online forums—provides 
critical support for social justice activists, whether they 
are grassroots community organizers in Madison or 
national movement leaders. 
 
Matt, whose career at The Progressive magazine spans 
26 of its 100 years, continues Bob LaFollette's tradition 
of bringing critical issues into the public conversation.  
Matt currently serves as editor and publisher.   
 
How was he drawn to social change work? 
"My parents were liberal, Adlai Stevenson Democrats, 

and my mother worked in the fair-housing movement on the north shore of Chicago. I 
was always interested in politics as a kid.  
 
"In college, I gravitated to the anti-apartheid movement and got very involved in it.  The 
other students were some of the smartest and most interesting people I'd ever met. 
When I came to Madison, I fell under Sam Day's spell, and went to some of the anti-
nuclear protests he organized at Nukewatch.  And I still try to go to as many protests as I 
can here in town." 
 
What is the role of The Progressive today? 
"It is a vital institution of dissent in America.  The cardinal principles of The Progressive 
remain as relevant today as ever: combating corporate power; opposing war; resisting 
the U.S. empire; championing civil liberties; rallying for civil rights and human rights; 
preserving our environment; building a sturdy safety net for all Americans; and 
democratizing our democracy, politically and economically.  We've extended these 
principles naturally over time, seeing the gay rights movement, for instance, as part of 
the great struggle for equality." 
 
Which of The Progressive's published pieces is he especially proud of? 
"A few of the McCarthyism Watch articles I've done have helped draw attention to an 
individual's unfair treatment.  I also think about the article written by Ron Hayes, who lost 
his 21-year-old son in an industrial accident due to corporate negligence.  He wrote an 
article for us, we put it on the cover, and he got a lot of reaction to it.  At the time, he was 
just getting started in forming a support group for parents who've lost loved ones in 
industrial accidents, so the article helped his group along quite a lot. 
 
"It was also gratifying to be part of The Progressive's 1984 article 'Behind the Death 
Squads,' since it exposed the CIA's involvement with death squads in Central America.  
We sent reporter Allan Nairn to El Salvador to unearth the story, and he actually went 
out and talked to the founders of the death squads.  I'd call him from home every other 
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day to see that he was still alive.  And then we brought him back to the Inn on the Park 
and put him up there for a week until he'd disgorged the story." 
 
What has been most meaningful to him? 
"My beliefs are remarkably consonant with those of the magazine over its past 100 
years, and it's rare and gratifying to work at a place you really believe in.  Plus, it just so 
happens to be a place where my skill set matches the tasks to be done.  I can't fix 
anything if I'm not sitting at the computer or using my purple editor's pen.  So I'm lucky 
that way, too.  
 
"And working regularly with great writers like June Jordan, Molly Ivins, Edward Said, and 
Howard Zinn has been an honor. 
 
"I believe it's important to be a good steward of this institution.  There are not many 
voices of dissent that endure.  There are not many magazines that light a path toward 
justice and peace." 
 
 
 
 


